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Glossary

Building services terms

Fan coil unit A device often fitted in the ceiling void and which comprises a fan, heating and/or
cooling coil, and an air filter, all housed in a metal casing. The fan-coil unit may be
supplied with fresh air from the main air supply ductwork.

Cable tray Horizontal tray, usually of metal, used to carry power cables and voice and data
cables above a suspended ceiling (also underneath a raised floor). Cables may be
segregated over two or more trays to prevent electrical interference. Cable tray is
commonly suspended from the soffit or from other plant items such as ductwork.

Busbar A low voltage power cable usually run beneath raised floors or above suspended
ceilings, with fittings that enable take-offs to electrical services such as lighting and
air conditioning equipment.

Luminaires A light fitting inclusive of lamp and control gear, housed within a suspended ceiling.
Luminaires are often part of an integrated services module comprising fire detectors,
public address speakers, motion sensors and acoustic panels. They will be heavier as
a consequence.

Structural terms

Composite A floor consisting of profiled steel decking and in-situ concrete.  The two elements
floor slab act together structurally.

Flange The projecting element at the top and bottom of an I beam.

Intumescent A coating applied to steel beams or columns that expands to many times its initial
coating thickness when heated, thus providing an insulating layer to the steel.

Primary steelwork The main structural frame comprising beams and columns.

Purlin A horizontal beam in a roof, usually made from light gauge steel, which spans
between the rafters and supports the roof cladding.

Secondary steelwork Smaller steel members which transfer loads from the cladding (roof or wall) to the
main structural frame.

Serviceability The point beyond which the specified service criteria are no longer met.
Limit State (SLS)

Steel decking Profiled light gauge galvanised steel sheet which supports the wet concrete during
construction and acts compositely with the concrete in service.

Ultimate Limit State The point beyond which the structure would fail.
(ULS)


